
Candidate Questionnaire 

1.​ Name: Emily Pike 

2.​ What position(s) are you running for?   

☐Chair 

☐ Vice-Chair 

☐ Member-at-Large 

☐ PDA Council Representative 

1.​ Please provide a short description of yourself. Information can include your experience, values, 

hopes, etc. 

Several years before I began working in the Market, I moved to Seattle to study theater. I chose 

that major because I love working collaboratively in a lively and loving community. I wear 

many hats as a theater artist–performer, director, producer, teacher, and volunteer staff 

member at a local fringe theater–and creative work will always be a part of my life. Working 

around Pike Place has given me tremendous insight into how very small, independent 

businesses are run, and I aspire to own a business myself one day. 

2.​  What is your connection to the Market? 

I have been an employee of Market businesses since 2013. In the past 13 years, I have worked 

at a variety of Market businesses at all ends of the neighborhood, including the Creamery, 

MarketSpice, and several of the Market bookshops. Right now, I split my work week between 

Lamplight Books and Pine Books. I have come to feel embedded in the Market community, and I 

cherish the relationships and the profound moments of connection I feel here every day. 

Working in the Market has become a central part of my identity as a Seattleite. 

3.​ Why are you a member of the Constituency? 

I joined the Constituency in 2023 when I learned of the PDA’s efforts to develop a Master Plan 

for the Market’s future. I feel strongly that the people who live and work in the Market should 

play a role in shaping its future, and I've made it a priority to stay actively involved in 

governance and to encourage other workers and residents to get involved. Market 

vendors–business owners and their employees–have a tremendous amount of institutional 

knowledge about how the Market functions, and I believe that collective wisdom should be 



shared with, and valued by, Market leaders. Participating in the Constituency as a member and 

an officer has been an education in civic engagement which has nurtured my development as 

an advocate for my community, both within the Market and beyond its borders. 

4.​ Have you attended the Constituency's General Assembly meetings? And, if so, how many have 

you attended in the past year? 

☐Yes:  I have attended 9 General Assembly meetings and 9 Executive Committee meetings 

☐ No 

1.​ In your view, what are the biggest and/or current issues facing the Market? Do you champion 

any special issues? 

Maintaining the Market as an institution that serves locals is an effort that must be sustained in 

perpetuity. It is natural and good that the Market attracts visitors from around the world–I am so 

proud that that’s true–but that allure is based on its authenticity as a treasured local landmark 

and resource, and we should strive to protect and expand the qualities and services that appeal 

to Seattleites. This effort is crucial now as we prepare a bond measure to fund key infrastructure 

projects within the neighborhood. 

2.​ How will you help the Constituency “provide a forum for public participation in determination of 

PDA policy decisions that affect the interests of the general public and users of the Pike Place 

Market” (Article 1, Section 2)? 

In my term as a Member-at-Large I have served on a variety of Committees focused on public 

engagement: the Listening Committee, the Outreach Committee, the Brochure Committee, and 

currently as Chair of the Engagement Committee. I have advocated for improvements in 

accessibility, such as online member registration and streamlined meeting protocols. I helped to 

plan our inaugural Open House event earlier this year. Every day while I’m at work, I talk to my 

Market neighbors about the Constituency, the PDA, and MHC to help keep the community 

informed about discussions that are happening within Market governance, and I encourage 

them all to attend meetings and share their opinions. I am passionate about this work, and will 

enthusiastically persist in these outreach efforts as Vice Chair. 


