
Name: Cory Hutton


What position(s) are you running for?: 

☐ Chair


☐ Vice-Chair


✓ Member-at-Large


☐ PDA Council Representative


Please provide a short description of yourself. Information can include your experience, 
values, hopes, etc. 

I’ve called Seattle my home since 1998 and currently live less than a mile from the Market. I’m 
currently self-employed as a product development consultant, and I’ve previously worked in 
both very large and very small businesses in customer-facing retail roles. Most of my working 
life has been focused on supporting small businesses in the local community. I love exploring 
the neighborhood, discovering new favorite places, and finding new ways to contribute to the 
place I love. 


What is your connection to the Market? 

I walk down to the Market to grab lunch and do some of my shopping nearly every week. I’ve 
always loved the Market as a piece of Seattle history, but a recent experience made me realize 
what makes it so special to me.


My grandparents grew a few acres of produce, so I grew up with fresh corn, potatoes, 
homemade pickles, apples, berries, and jams. As I was buying a jar of pickles from Bonnie B’s, 
I mentioned something about my grandparents’ pickles, and they told me I could make my own 
pickles with the leftover brine in their jar and some cucumbers from the Market. Days later as I 
was buying cucumbers, it hit me that the Market was reconnecting me with a small part of my 
family history. I was astonished, grateful, and want to ensure the Market thrives and continues 
to offer unique experiences.


Why are you a member of the Constituency? 

As a local who loves the Market, but almost never visited for many years, I found myself 
walking through the Market when the Waterfront project was close to completion. I started 
wondering why I wasn’t stopping in the Market on my way through (like many locals). I decided 
participating in the Constituency was a good way to learn more about the Market, and make it 
a regular part of my neighborhood, instead of seeing it only as a place full of tourists to avoid.


Have you attended the Constituency's General Assembly meetings? And, if so, how many 
have you attended in the past year? 

✓ Yes:  11


☐ No




In your view, what are the biggest and/or current issues facing the Market? Do you 
champion any special issues? 

Many locals see the Market as just a place for tourists or a place to visit occasionally for 
special occasions. I think the long-term sustainability of the Market depends on locals seeing 
the Market as part of the neighborhood year-round, where residents do some of their 
shopping, grab a bite while running errands, and serendipitously discover new favorite local 
businesses.


I believe the street management pilot (authorized vehicles only) has encouraged more locals by 
creating a calmer street experience, and promoted business discovery through increased 
storefront and building entry visibility along the street. I’d strongly encourage additional policies 
geared toward drawing locals back to the Market, e.g., removing obstacles to offering 
extended hours of operation during the week to give locals time to run errands after work. 


How will you help the Constituency “provide a forum for public participation in 
determination of PDA policy decisions that affect the interests of the general public and 
users of the Pike Place Market” (Article 1, Section 2)? 

As a Member-at-Large my focus would be to take every opportunity to listen, observe, and ask 
good questions to ensure issues are well understood, people feel heard, and policy decisions 
lead to the desired outcomes. If things go unaddressed or aren’t working, it’s essential for the 
Constituency to be collecting feedback from the community and raising those issues with 
decision-makers.


