
Pike Place Market Constituency Election 
Candidate Questionnaire 2026 

 
I.​ Demographic Info 

A.​ Name: Jonathan Berner 
B.​ Running for: Chair 

II.​ Please provide a short description of yourself. Information can include your 
experience, values, hopes, etc.​
​
I’ve been coming to Pike Place Market since I was a child, and in 2018 I had the opportunity 
to become part of its community as a craftsperson. Since then, I’ve been fortunate to grow 
Yarn Dragon from a craft table into two storefront locations that celebrate the creativity and 
spirit of the Market. Along the way, I’ve also built a global social media community of more 
than 360,000 people, using that platform to introduce hundreds of thousands of people to 
Pike Place Market and encourage many of them to experience this remarkable place for 
themselves.Those experiences have given me the opportunity to see Pike Place Market not 
only as a business owner, but as a volunteer, a community member, and someone deeply 
invested in its future. ​
Leadership has been a constant throughout my life. Whether organizing community projects, 
leading student organizations, running a small business, or serving on the Executive 
Committee of the Pike Place Market Constituency, I’ve always found fulfillment in bringing 
people together around a common goal. It has been an honor to serve first as a 
Member-at-Large and now as Vice-Chair, working alongside dedicated volunteers who care 
deeply about the future of the Market.​
I believe the best communities are built through thoughtful leadership, respectful dialogue, 
and meaningful public participation. My hope is to help ensure that the Pike Place Market 
remains a vibrant, welcoming place for merchants, residents, workers, visitors, and the public 
for generations to come.​
 

III.​  What is your connection to the Market?​
​
My connection to Pike Place Market spans much of my life. I began visiting as a child and 
became a Market craftsperson in 2018. Today, I own and operate Yarn Dragon, with a retail 
shop in the Market and a nearby factory store that welcomes visitors interested in seeing 
yarn dyeing and knitwear production.​
Beyond my business, I've been honored to serve the Market community as a 
Member-at-Large and now as Vice-Chair of the Pike Place Market Constituency. Through 
that role, I've worked alongside fellow volunteers, merchants, residents, and community 
members to encourage public participation and help strengthen the Constituency's 
connection with the people it serves.​
The Market has given me opportunities I never imagined, and I see serving this community 
as a way to give back to a place that has had such a profound impact on my life.​
 

IV.​ Why are you a member of the constituency?​
​
I became a member of the Constituency because I believe Pike Place Market is strongest 



when the people who care about it have a meaningful voice in its future. The Constituency 
provides that opportunity, and I wanted to be part of strengthening the connection between 
our community and the decisions that shape the Market.​
During my time on the Executive Committee, I've been proud to help establish the Listening 
Committee—now the Engagement Committee—which was created to better understand the 
needs and perspectives of our community while also helping people better understand the 
role of the Constituency. I also helped launch our annual Constituency Open House to make 
it easier for members of the public to meet their elected representatives, ask questions, and 
discover ways to get involved.​
I'm a member because I believe public participation doesn't happen by accident. It happens 
when people feel welcomed, informed, and confident that their voices matter. Helping create 
those opportunities has been one of the most rewarding parts of my service, and I hope to 
continue building on that work.​
 

V.​ Have you attended the Constituency's General Assembly meetings? And, if so, how 
many have you attended in the past year?​
​
I have attended nearly every General Assembly and Executive Committee meeting over the 
past several years, missing only occasional meetings due to travel or unavoidable 
scheduling conflicts. ​
 

VI.​ In your view, what are the biggest and/or current issues facing the Market? Do you 
champion any special issues?​
​
Pike Place Market faces many important and often interconnected issues, from supporting 
our farmers and small businesses to balancing the needs of residents, workers, visitors, and 
the broader Seattle community and enacting our 50 year plan. Thoughtful people can 
reasonably disagree about the best path forward on many of these topics.​
The issue I care most deeply about is ensuring that our community understands how to 
meaningfully participate in those conversations. The Constituency exists to give the public a 
voice, but that only works when people know how decisions are made, feel welcome to 
participate, and trust that their perspectives will be heard.​
I've been encouraged by the willingness of Market leadership to engage with our community, 
and I believe the Constituency has an important role to play in strengthening that 
relationship. My hope is to continue building opportunities for dialogue, improving 
communication, and helping more people understand how they can shape the future of Pike 
Place Market. When people are informed, engaged, and heard, we're better equipped to 
tackle every other challenge the Market faces together.​
 

VII.​ How will you help the Constituency “provide a forum for public participation in 
determination of PDA policy decisions that affect the interests of the general public 
and users of the Pike Place Market” (Article 1, Section 2)?​
​
The Constituency fulfills its mission when people feel welcome to participate, understand the 
issues before them, and have confidence that their voices will be heard. As Chair, my role 
would be to create an environment where those conversations can happen respectfully, 



transparently, and productively.​
My approach is to keep meetings organized, focused, and accessible while making sure all 
perspectives have an opportunity to be heard. I've had the privilege of chairing General 
Assembly meetings as Vice-Chair, and I believe thoughtful facilitation helps people engage 
more fully and allows the group to make well-informed decisions together.​
I also want to continue building opportunities for participation outside of our monthly 
meetings through initiatives like the Engagement Committee and our annual Open House. 
The more people understand the Constituency's role and how to become involved, the 
stronger our organization becomes.​
Ultimately, I see the Chair's role not as directing the conversation, but as helping the 
community have its best conversation. When people feel informed, respected, and 
empowered to participate, the Constituency is best able to fulfill its mission and represent the 
interests of the public and everyone who values Pike Place Market.​
 

 


