Pike Place Market Constituency
General Assembly Meeting Minutes

January 20th, 2026
Attendance:
TO BE ADDED
Opening

At 6:15 p.m., Jonathan Berner called the meeting to order, approved the
agenda, and introduced the December 16th General Assembly minutes, which were
approved without opposition.

John Turnbull’s Pike Place Market History Presentation
Berner noted the reinstatement of public comments and introduced John

Turnbull, a longtime market historian, who presented on the history of Pike Place
Market. Turnbull detailed the market’s origins around 1905—-1907, its unique linear
layout along Pike Place street, and its evolution amid Seattle’s geographic
constraints. He described early farmer stalls, city and private property interactions,
architectural developments, and mid-century decline following Japanese-American
internment. Turnbull emphasized the market’s public ownership under a
city-chartered PDA and its complex public-private governance, highlighting
ongoing challenges related to infrastructure and preservation.

Comments and Questions

Following the presentation, Berner opened the floor for questions. Alex
Rasmussen thanked Turnbull for the informative history. Skip Knox asked about
future downtown demographic changes; Turnbull noted the difficulty of prediction
but stressed the importance of public ownership and community dedication in
preserving the market’s identity. Davin Stedman inquired about the “down under”
area’s development; Turnbull explained its origins as storage and back-of-house
space later converted to commercial use during urban renewal. Joan Paulson
emphasized the market’s scale, ownership complexity, and the need for broader
community involvement. Cory Hutton asked about historical relocation efforts;



Turnbull described farmers’ resistance to moving to Westlake and the transition of
market management to the PDA. Heather Pihl asked about logistical challenges;
Turnbull highlighted limited loading dock access and difficulties managing
deliveries and waste.

Special Election
Berner then reviewed the special election process for a member-at-large

position, outlining term length, attendance requirements, and voting procedures,
including online and in-person options. Janis Jordan provided her email for online
voting submissions. Austin Godwin, the sole nominee, introduced himself, sharing
his background and involvement with the Market Historical Commission and
Allied Arts of Seattle. He expressed commitment to the market’s community and
governance. Following a Q&A, voting commenced. Berner later announced
election results: Austin Godwin was elected with 24 votes and two abstentions.

PDA Council Reports & Discussion
Alex Rasmussen delivered the PDA report, summarizing recent Strategic
Planning and Programs Committee activities, including plans for monthly
large-scale events in 2026 targeting local engagement. Upcoming events include
“Stretch and Savor” on January 31st, “Local Love Day” on February 7th, and Day

of Remembrance activities on February 15th and 19th honoring Japanese American
farmers. Christine Vaughan reported preliminary 2025 financial audit results
projecting net income exceeding budget by approximately $7 million. She
reviewed resolutions for design work on the stone courtyard, plaza leak repairs,
leases, police field consulting, and Urban Freight Lab contracts aimed at data
collection on street and freight use.

Rasmussen summarized the 2025 farm review, noting Nora’s promotion to
Farm Development Coordinator and collaborative efforts to support farmers
through disaster relief, resource connections, and farm-to-table programs. Gina
Karaba updated on maintenance projects including elevator work, arcade refresh,
vendor blocker replacements, new neon parking signage, roofing, and
waterproofing, emphasizing efforts to reduce deferred maintenance.



Heather Pihl encouraged support for market farmers, sharing insights from
other farmers markets and promoting a weekly Zoom Farmer Summit Committee
with 51 members advocating for farmers and sharing resources. She invited
participation and noted a recent tour of Charlie’s Produce.

Godwin provided updates on the engagement committee’s upcoming open
house and constituency meeting, thanking Chef Tracy for sponsorship and
encouraging RSVPs.

Graham’s Survey Results
Graham Marmion presented findings from a recent constituency feedback

survey conducted November 19 to December 12, with 41 respondents (6.66% of
membership). The survey assessed procedural fairness, technology and
accessibility, meeting management, and voting and decision-making. Voting and
decision-making scored highest; technology and meeting management scored
lower. In-person attendees reported higher satisfaction with procedural fairness;
remote attendees rated technology highest. Open-ended feedback highlighted needs
for guides on Robert’s Rules and Zoom, stricter timekeeping, meeting format
changes, and voting alternatives. Marmion invited questions and outlined next
steps for Executive Committee review and further development at the General
Assembly.

Berner clarified the survey’s public availability and thanked Marmion for his
professional work. Alana Morris praised the survey’s participation relative to
typical attendance. Janis Jordan requested clarification on statistical confidence;
Marmion explained approximately 80% confidence with 41 responses. Berner
proposed extending the meeting to 8:30 p.m., approved without objection. Skip
Knox and Christine Vaughan asked about participation concerns and comment
availability; Marmion acknowledged limitations and confirmed constructive
comments would be shared. Berner expressed hope for substantive improvements
based on survey results.

Market Historical Commission Report

Austin Godwin reported on Market Historical Commission activities, including
approvals for signage and interior renovations, legal clarifications regarding High
Place Street, and formation of a subcommittee preparing for FIFA World Cup street



restructuring. He noted public concerns about PDA engagement and economic
impacts, ongoing totem pole restoration efforts, and upcoming MHC elections.

End of Meeting
Janis Jordan informed members that survey results and presentation are available
on the constituency website. Berner opened the floor for public comment; hearing
none, he expressed enthusiasm for the constituency’s future and adjourned the

meeting.



